
November 2020

November

Exhibit:
Abstract Show, Nov 5 - 28
Receiving Nov 2, 10am - 12pm
Workshops:
Information on page 3

December

Exhibit:
Holiday Shop Dec 3 - 31
Receiving Nov 30, 10 - 12

Phase III Precautions

*New Hours: Thurs - Sat, 10am - 4pm

*All staff and visitors will be required 
to wear masks.

*A social distance of 6 feet will be 
maintained between staff and visitors.

*Sanitization of counters and any 
handled equipment or merchandise will 
be ongoing.  We will have hand sani-
tizer available for personal use.

*Staff will assist visitors when viewing 
or purchasing merchandise in 
order to insure adherence to our 
guidelines.

Upcoming Events

One of the perks of RAL Art 
Center membership is to be 

able to exhibit and sell handmade art 
and crafts in our annual Holiday Shop. 
Our Art Center visitors eagerly await 
this event which begins December 
3 and runs through December 31. 
There is no fee to display and sell your 
work, the Art Center takes a 25% 
commission as we do on all sales by 
member artists. Items should ideally 
be less than $100 which is what sells 
best. Small hanging and framed art 
pieces in all mediums, fabric arts, 
knit, crochet, sewn items, pottery, 
basketry, glass arts, jewelry, orna-
ments, holiday cards --- whatever it 

is that you can create and sell at a 
reasonable price is what our visitors 
look for. We strongly discourage art 
or craft that is not handmade by the 
artist seller. Prints are acceptable if 
they are nicely presented and of the 
artist’s own work.

Receiving is Monday, Nov. 30, 10 
am to 12 pm. We will provide tables, 
wall space and cloths to cover the 
tables. If your pieces require spe-
cial display devices, please provide 
those. Space is assigned on a first-
come-first-served basis and each 
exhibitor will be limited in amount of 
space allowed.

An RAL Art Center Annual Event
Save The Date: November 30th for Receiving

2020 Holiday Shop

Karen Williams and her team kicked 
off a campaign in October Art - 4 

- Kids, which will provide Art Kits to 
children ages PreK to Grade 9. The kits 
contain a sketch pad, crayons, markers, 
scissors, all the art supplies needed to 
use their imagination and create 2 to 3 
art projects are included with the kit. 
The distribution of the FREE age ap-
propriate kits will take place the 1st 
Saturday of each month from 11:00AM 
to 3:00PM, at RAL Art Center, 19 N. 
Main Street, Kilmarnock. Each month 
the kit will include new projects to in-
spire the kids. Thank you to the River 
Counties Community Foundation for 
providing the funds to support this 
community outreach to the children 
of Lancaster and Northumberland 
Counties. Call the Art Center at 804-

436-9309 to participate in this worth-
while campaign.

Art-4-Kids
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November Windows
By Ellen Huddy

Art goes Abstract this month at 
the RAL Art Center.   Honoring 

the early 1900’s movement of the 
avant-garde artists of the time, our 
Gallery Windows will display two art-
ists known for their free-style, or 
Abstract-Impressionist expressions, 
rendered in acrylics and oil.

Lella Lee Edwards has been a long-
time member of RAL, and before that 
an active member of the Art League, 
Inc., located in the famous Torpedo 
Factory in Alexandria, VA, where she 
was a board member and officer for 27 

years. Thereafter, she carried her ex-
periences with her to the NNK, where 
she has been painting and inspiring 
other artists through workshops at the 
RAL.  She was the first Gallery Director 
for the RAL Art Center when the studio 
gallery opened in 2000, and it was she 
who set up the procedures and prin-
ciples for  operation. 

Although she began her painting 
with realistic renderings, Lella Lee has 
been painting in the abstract for the 
last 10 years.   She uses colors and 
patterns in her pieces and she is con-
stantly engaged as she works, seeing 
new possibilities as the painting takes 
form.   She often uses a mixed-media 
approach with acrylic, watercolor, pas-
tel and some collage.   Lella Lee won 
a red ribbon in the 2020 Annual Labor 
Day Show at the RAL Art Center for her 
painting, “Calm Promise”, which will be 
displayed in the Gallery Windows.  You 
can see the transition of colors from 
cool at the bottom   corner, to bright 
and sunny at the top corner, with danc-
ing colors in between, like bits of scat-
tered light.  The colors and texture are 
inviting to study and keeps the viewer 
engaged.  Lella Lee enjoys the mental 
challenge of developing a free-form 

The RAL Art Center dedicated their 
newly renovated Pike Studio on 

Tuesday, October 27 to a small group 
of friends and board members comply-
ing with all COVID guidelines. The Pike 
Studio presents the RAL Art Center 
and our entire community with a state-
of-the-art learning environment. This 
renovation was made possible by the 
Otis G. Pike Charitable Trust through 
the generosity of Otis’ widow, trust ex-
ecutor and Kilmarnock resident, Barbe 
Bonjour Pike. 

Doug Mock, Executive Director, com-
mented “what was once an oversized 
storage facility where we would carve 
out space for students and artists has 
now been transformed into a bright, in-
viting and interactive studio, including 
a new kitchen for students and staff.” 

The RAL Art Center was founded in 
1949 by a small group of enthusiastic 
artists who came together to share, 

collaborate and expand their reach in 
the Northern Neck. Barbara Kershner, 
RAL Board President states “during 
the past 71 years RAL has seen tre-
mendous growth and outreach. The 
Pike Studio provides a new and exciting 
space for local residents and visitors to 
participate in classes and workshops.” 

RAL Art Center will promote this 
new space as “The Pike Studio…a 
great place to learn, grow and connect.” 
People of all ages and stages of life will 

learn new skills and have opportunities 
to pursue art. Participants will grow 
to new levels of self-confidence, self-
awareness and self-esteem. Students 
and artists will connect through art and 
build a strong community of like-mind-
ed people establishing life-long friend-
ships. 

Mock states, “art is a critical compo-
nent to the human existence and those 
who create, from the very beginners to 
the most accomplished, understand 
the road can be tough and those that 
persevere often find peace and joy in 
the creative process.” 

The Pike Studio will be known 
throughout the Northern Neck and sur-
rounding areas as THE place to go for 
art education, fine-art and wonderful 
people! A public celebration and open 
house will be scheduled as soon as 
COVID guidelines allow.

RAL Art Center Dedicates The Pike Studio

painting, while keeping the composi-
tion intact as it evolves. It is up to you, 
the viewer, to see what you want!

A native of Hampton, VA and gradu-
ate of both University of North Carolina 
and the New York School of Interior 
Design, Johnny Hayes began painting 
later in his retirement years.   He likes 
the acrylic medium and finds that color 
and design are what drives his inspira-
tion, often using still life settings and 
landscapes, as well as other figurative 
work done in a more abstract style.   

continued on page 3
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continued from page 2

Open Studio

Instructor:  Brenda Sylvia
Wednesdays, Nov 4, 11 and 18, 6:00pm - 8:30pm

Open to artists of all levels to work in any medium except 
oils (unless you are not using solvents with them). A still life 
will be set up for working from life and you are welcome to 
bring your own objects or photographs to work from. Bring 
your own materials and refreshments. Tabletop easels will 
be provided. RAL artist Brenda Sylvia will be available for 
instruction, encouragement, and demonstrations. Come join 
us to have fun with your art in a nourishing, supportive envi-
ronment. Please sign up in advance–restricted to 11 artists 
per session. All materials are included.
Members $20 per night / Non-Members $25 per night

Landscape Painting in Oil

Instructor: Marjorie Perrin
Friday, Nov 6, 10am – 4pm 

How do artists capture the mood and light effects in land-
scape? In this workshop, participants explore how to use 
color and form to create an expressive landscape painting. 
I will do an oil painting demonstration to show how to see 
and mix color, use simple shapes as a starting point and cre-
ate atmospheric perspective and depth. Students will work 
on creating a landscape painting from photo reference while 
developing their individual styles. I will bring a large selec-
tion of photos or students can choose to bring their own. Oil 
painting supplies will be provided.
Sponsored by Virginia Museum of Fine Art
Members $65 / Non-Members $75
Maximum: 8 Students

November Workshops

RAL Art Center Photography 
Show Judge Steve Kancianic 

had a tough time narrowing down the 
field of 42 photographs in the RAL 
Photography Show to just eight ribbon 
winners. With a degree in art and pho-
tography and a thriving studio and shop 
(Yours Truly Photography in Kilmarnock), 
Steve believes "Camera work is key." 
As a judge, he looks for photographs 
that use the time-tested fundamentals 
of photography to help us see the ev-
eryday in a new way. The judge based 
his picks on the works and their titles. 
Artists' names were not displayed.

1st and 2nd Place: Cyndie Conner 
Smith photographs the "beautiful aban-

donment" she finds in our area and 
brings out the soul beneath the "old, 
crusty, and rusty" she loves. Though 
she's displayed her work at local librar-
ies, this was her first judged show. 
Taking 1st and 2nd place is quite a feat 
for someone who has never entered 

a judged photography show before. 
Kancianic said he could feel the  Old 
Farm Truck  roaring out of the picture 
frame and the dilapidated Old Boarding 
House  porch beckoning him across a 
long ago gone-to-seed lawn.

3rd Place: Ron Granstra, Zion Sentry.
Honorable Mentions:
Vauters Addition 1731, Rob Shulter
Spinning, Maggie Gilman
Forgotten Farmhouse, 
Maggie Gilman
Assateague Light House, 
Harold Burnley
Getting Them Ready, Harold Burnley

Photography Show Winners

Johnny’s preferred method of painting 
is in a flat plane using lots of unmixed 
color in a contemporary, expressive 
style.

Of the several paintings he will have 
in the Gallery Windows, his piece titled 
“Northern Neck Creek” is one of a se-

ries of paintings.   Repeating a theme 
in a series is interesting for the artist, 
as each one allows for a new percep-
tion by changing the colors and tech-
niques, adding and removing objects, 
to achieve a new expression of the 
same subject.

Johnny has exhibited and won 

awards in many venues including 
The Hampton Art League, the Virginia 
Watercolor Society, the Williamsburg 
Contemporary Art Center, The Virginia 
Artists Show, as well as the RAL Art 
Center.
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The mission of RAL Art Center 
is to organize, sponsor and 
encourage educational and cul-

tural activities in the visual arts and crafts.
RAL Art Center’s activities are focused 
in the lower Northern Neck and Lower 
Middle Peninsula of Virginia. It is a not-for-
profit 501(c )3 organization.
RAL Art Center is a community partner 
of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and 
is partially supported by grants from the 
Virginia Commission for the Arts, the 
National Endowment for the Arts, and the 
River Counties Community Foundation.

Officers 2020-2021
President: Barbara Kershner
Vice President: Julie Austin
Secretary: CarolAnne Taylor
Treasurer: Chelle Lewis

19 North Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Phone 804-436-9309

Gallery Managers: Hope Towner 
& Dale Coburn

ral@ralartcenter.com
www.ralartcenter.com

Thrusday - Saturday
10 until 4

November 2020


